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fundamental rule-of-law principles and the real need to harmonise the member states' legislations in this field.
Ι. The EU Initiatives for Combating Organised Crime: Expansion of Suppression and Restriction of Civil Liberties
Ever since the early 1990s, the European Union has adopted a series of initiatives to combat organised crime. The declared goal of all pertinent legislative measures is the "enforcement of police and judicial cooperation" amongst member states in this field. However, far from merely furthering cooperation, the bulk of the adopted measures essentially bring about the expansion of suppression and the restriction of civil liberties.
(Α) The Enforcement of Police Cooperation
In the field of the so-called police cooperation, the foundation of Europol in 1995 -which was meant "to improve … the effectiveness and cooperation of the competent authorities in the Member States in preventing and combating terrorism, unlawful drug trafficking and other serious forms of international crime" 1 -did not merely result in the establishment of an organ that is competent for facilitating information exchange or assisting investigations. Police control has been extended to a level which has rightly been characterised as "proactive", 2 since it is provided that data to be inputted in the Europol information system do not only pertain to those suspected of having committed a given crime, but also to those suspected of committing a crime in the future, or even those who merely get in touch with such suspects, i.e. persons who are aloof of any concrete criminal act. Consequently, the informative self-determination of an indefinite number of citizens is violated, 4 in 1) See Preamble and article 2.1 of the Europol Convention (OJ C 16 of 2.11.1995, pp. 2-2).
2) See J. Vogel, 'Combating international organized crime by international cooperation: The German view ', 0 Revue Internationale de Droit Pénal (1999) 
